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quarrel, yet theology has most to fear from a dissolution of  partnership.    In  Asia  theology  is  still  the   senior partner, with all the capital and credit, and can dictate terms to morality, being, for the most part, independent of any necessary connection with it; for Asiatic theology transacts with the gods all matters touching the material interests of humanity, and in this very speculative business, as in many others, morality is by no means essential. It is well known that the primitive mind finds relief from the perplexity caused by things passing its understanding in the theory that the gods swarm all round men, and are incessantly interfering, either to help or to hinder*   From the promulgation of a code which is to direct society in the minutest particulars down to the swallowing of a drug, or the moment of starting on a journey, every act of life, great and small, requires the assent of the divinities, and is assumed to be clone after ascertaining their good pleasure, through stewards of the mysteries.    It follows  naturally that with a paramount authority so close at hand, and so constantly meddling irresistibly, no man can act with independence, or on his own judgment; he must obtain the proper sanction of theology for all that he wants to do.   Theology is thus the most essential and  comprehensive of  all sciences, since it teaches men how to obtain the sanction without which no step in advance, however useful or expedient, can be ventured upon by mankind.    An ethical reform, a  sanitary improvement,  a  new   medicine, any useful discovery or moral axiom, must first be presented at the court of the gods before it can be received into society, and the priest acts as Lord Chamberlain.    Moreover, it